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From the Editor:

In this double issue of the newsletter we
publish for the first time the membership directory
of the Association. We have had many requests for
it but decided to wait until we had given those
members who might be concerned about their
privacy a chance to opt out of being listed. About
30 did so. We have tried to make the list as accurate
as possible, but no first version is ever free of
errors; let us know if you see any.

Several members responded to the call in the
last newsletter for further suggestions of “neglected
authors.” We are grateful to everyone who did so,
and publish now what seemed to us the best of the
submissions we received--one from Dana Gioia on

(Continued on back page)

Boston Conference
August 25-27

Full details inside
Pages 6-9

ETHICS AND LITERATURE
By Kenneth Asher

Over the last ten vears, largely in reaction to
the anti-humanistic stance of much post-
structuralism, there has been a marked revival of
interest in the ethical dimension of literature.
Virtually all varieties of post-structuralist thought
insisted that we were constrained epistemologically
either by the prison house of language or by the
scarcely more expansive web of discourse. The
notion of a self that might act as moral agent--
choosing, approving, censuring, exhorting--was
declared a fiction. Ethics, when mentioned at all,
was reduced to the single dimension of
epistemological good faith. Thus the “ethics of
reading” (J. Hillis Miller's phrase) required openness
to the inevitable undecidability of the text. The sole
moral activity of the self was to recognize the truth
of relativism. To insist on an ethics in any stronger
sense was to commit the sin of "totalization," and to
impose categories on a world that resisted them. By
contrast, moral philosophers like Bernard Williams,
Stanley Cavell, and Charles Taylor have taken the
more fruitful path of asking the question to what
extent literature can make a distinctive contribution
to ethics. Does literature have anything besides
sheer example to add to the reasoned arguments of
the philosophical tradition?

Plato--at least in the Republic--thought not.
For him there was no distinction between
intellectual virtue and moral virtue. An accurate
knowledge of the good leads to correct choice, for
who could fully comprehend the good, realize

(Continued on p. 3)
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The President’s Column

Registrations for our second national
conference in a few weeks are running well ahead of
last year’s. To those still undecided, [ shall point
out that your attendance at this year’s conference
will mean more than did attendance at last year’s.
It’s like publishing a second book. Last year, we
benefited from the novelty of our undertaking,
curiosity about the organization, and the sheen of
the first time. This year, without those
circumstances, the success of the conference will
depend all the more on your loyalty in paying your
own way to attend. There is still space for more
registrants, and the rewards will be great.

The Program Committee has arranged four
highly varied sessions with superb speakers
representing the full range of the membership—
scholars, critics, fiction writers, poets, editors, a
theatre director, and a documentary film-maker.
Considering the elegant facilities of the Swissdtel
and the meals being planned, the prices are
remarkably low (conference registration, $55: room,
$95 ). The open breakfasts, meals without a head
table, and the Monday members’ meeting will allow
members to voice suggestions about Association
strategy and activities, future conferences, the job
market, a journal, and other urgent matters.

The Nominations Committee (see page 9)
has chosen new officers of great distinction and
demonstrated commitment to the Association.
Eleanor Cook’s talk at last year’s conference stirred
us with lucid comments on John Hollander's
poetry. Michael Putnam is the first officer from the
classical languages. Should we be concerned that
four out of the five are in English? I think not,
especially since our first three presidents come from
comparative literature and French, and the
Secretary-Treasurer is in German. The Committee
properly did not make representation its principal
criterion. [ thank the Committee and warmly
welcome the officers to their new responsibilities.
The work of founding this organization is far from
finished. With few precedents to guide us, the
officers must be both bold and judicious in making
decisions that continue to set our course. The
clection process is explained on page 9, but a word

of explanation may be in order about an election that
did not involve a ballot.

In writing the By-Laws, the Council (wisely,
I believe) deliberately used language designed to
provide for contested elections as soon as either the
membership or the Council think necessary while
also allowing unopposed nominations during this
early stage of the Association’s development. when
funds are scarce (a ballot with a run-off would cost
about $2,000) and when major internal differences
of opinion have not yet emerged. This year the
Nominations Committee nominated one candidate
for each position; implicit in this was the feeling
that an adversarial election now would be an
artificial exercise. The membership evidently
agreed, since it nominated no candidates to stand
against the commitiee’s slate. | urge members to
make their suggestions about future officers to the
1996-97 Nominations Committee: Paul Cantor
(University of Virginia), Lorraine Clark (Trent
University), and Anne Ferry (8 Ellery Street.
Cambridge, MA 02138).

Robert Alter, John Ellis, and I welcome
letters from you on this topic or any other. We
look forward to seeing many of you in Boston.

Roger Shattuck

THE ANNUAL
MEMBERS’> MEETING

There will be a meeting of the membership at the
Swissotel. Boston, on Monday, August 26 at
5:30 p.m. in the Marquis Room.

AGENDA
1. President’s Report on the Council Meeting.
2. Treasurer’s Report.
3. Report of the Committee on Publications.
4. Report of the Committee on Curriculum.
5. Discussion of future role and activities of the
Association.
. Presentation of new officers.
. Other Business.

=1 o
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Ethics and Literature (continued from p.1)

that it will bring happiness. and then choose to act
in defiance of this knowledge? In the well-ordered
soul reason alone determines what the good is, and it
does so without the interference of our emotions.
largely seen as desires atiendant on gross appetites.

Now if our emotions are as insignificant to
the good life as Plato would have us believe, then
literature has very little to offer us in terms of
ethical content. Why bother to read Dante when the
arguments are all made more clearly and cogently by
Aquinas and Aristotle? But literature itself shows
us over and over again that our moral life depends
heavily on emotional responses. Here is an
example--Shakespeare's sonnet # 120:

That you were once unkind befriends me now,
And for that sorrow which I then did feel
Needs must I under my transgression bow,
Unless my nerves were brass or hammer'd steel.
For if you were by my unkindness shaken,

As | by yours, you've pass'd a hell of time:

And I, a tyrant, have no leisure taken

To weigh how once I suffer'd in your crime.

(0, that our night of woe might have remember'd
My deepest sense, how hard true sorrow hits,
And soon to you, as you to me, then tender'd
The humble salve which wounded bosom fits!

But that your trespass now becomes a fee;
Mine ransoms yours, and yours must ransom me

The speaker's moral response only begins in
the emotional pain that he himself has felt: it is his
previous "sorrow" that generates the empathy
necessary for his present concern. Thus he can
speak of his friend's prior unkindness as something
that metaphorically "befriends" him by leading him
to the fuller awareness that will allow the friendship
to continue. The final couplet suggests a reciprocity
of forgiveness, but not an equivalence. The speaker,
having trespassed, forgives a trespass, but asks that
the friend's trespass ransom not his own, but the
speaker himself. The asymmetry suggests a
humility necessary for true forgiveness, and a
recognition that one is always in need of greater
forgiveness than he can give.

But the centrality of the emotions for the
moral life goes even further in this poem. It is not

simply that the emotional pain initiates a reflective
process that leads to a moral principle--say, one
should take care not to harm one's friends. For it is
essential that the original emotional response
continue to attend this recognition. Were the
speaker only to conclude that there had been wrong
on both sides, we should feel that something was
missing. (Shakespeare deals with those who
perform their duty impeccably. but coldly, in the
"unmoved movers" of sonnet # 94). What lends this
poem its ethical force is precisely the speaker's
keeping alive the immediacy of his emotional
reaction, so that an emotional disposition toward
moral principles becomes essential to a fully human
response.

By contrast, conceptions of the moral life
which call above all on reason to free us from the
temptations of our emotional inclinations create
moral identities that are strangely distant from the
world. “The good will is not good because of what
it effects or accomplishes,” writes Kant, “it is good
only because of its willing, i.e., good of
itself....Usefulness or fruitfulness can neither
diminish nor augment this worth.” Similarly, Plato
insists that even if the just man is vilified while the
unjust man is applauded, it would not impinge on
his happiness. The rationally ordered soul is happy
in itself, independent of consequences.

Now if we accept this radical self-
sufficiency then Greek tragedy, for example, has
very little to offer us. An Oedipus who did his
duty by taking every precaution to avoid sleeping
with his mother Jocasta would have no reason to
resort to self-mutilation, or be in the least perturbed
that his intentions met with utter failure and that he
subsequently became a plague to his city. The
unpredictability of the world and the buffeting that
besets the good--the very stuff of tragedy--is here
rendered pointless and uninteresting. This high
degree of moral autonomy must downplay the
importance of the world of experience; the
theoretical intelligence can confidently arrive at
principles that ought to govern our ethical lives.
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Literature becomes merely the occasion for a
practical demonstration of theoretical truths.

What is wrong with this attitude to morality
{and to literature) is that the moral life is far more
¢lusive than the notion of a fully action-governing
set of precepts would allow. We cam grant that
ethical principles guide us, but still insist that the
detailed particularity of the world we encounter
demands a flexibility of response that abstract rules
can not address. In Bernard Williams' helpful
terminology, an ethics that would be faithful to the
pursuit of the good life would be not only "action-
guiding” but also "world-guided”. Thisisnota
concession to relativism, but rather a recognition
that there's a messiness to life that often makes rules
seem incomplete. The rules of the road are laid out
in the DMV manual; road sense is something else
again. Literature develops a road sense for living.

Both Plato and Kant were tempted by the
model of the scientific axiom, but a more useful
model is that of Anistotle, who likened ethics to
medicine, an art though based in a science. A body
of knowledge and reflection on that knowledge is
required. but it is the many subtle adjustments of
the practitioner that distinguish the drudge from the
gifted physician. This suggests that we replace the
notion of the moral intelligence with that of the
moral imagination, one that brings a far more
important role for literature. Once practical ethics is
seen, not as a footnote to theoretical reflection, but
as its various and unpredictable adaptation to a
recalcitrant world, then we may look to literature to
refine our moral sensibilities.

Seen in this way, Hamlet's career as he
wades through criss-crossing emotional attachments
trying in vain to juggle with the contradictory
features in his ethical landscape compels our
attention in a way it could not if he were just a case
study of a moral precept. In fact, the fascination
with Hamlet's character is due in large part to his
difficulty in dealing with moral precepts. The
Wittenberg scholar is fully capable of subtle moral
reflection, but the crucial point is that he is unable
to put these reflections to practical application.

When he reflects, he doesn't act; when he finally
acts, he rarely reflects.

Certainly, literature can on occasion distract
us from real world moral issues. Flaubert confessed
to have been more moved by fictional sorrows than
by the death of his beloved sister, Caroline;
Augustine took himself to task for crying over Dido
while ignoring the imperiled state of his own soul.
But more often literature leads us back to life. Most
of us see in our lives--to use E. M. Forster's
distinction--a plot rather than a sequence of
happenings. We try to make our past--even our
past mistakes--a coherent part of the complete
narrative of our lives. When we familiarize
ourselves with the literary tradition we enter a
storehouse of alternative selves. These narratives
help us to shape the selves that we would become.

As we construct the implied moral universe
of an author, comparison with our own ethical
standards is unavoidable. We need not become as
naively impressionable as an Emma Bovary, Don
Quixote, or the suicidal Werther-cultists of the 18th
century to recognize that literature can enlarge and
refine the moral imagination, and to read with that
anticipation. The act of reading, at its best,
presupposes a kind of critical sympathy that serves
to exercise our moral muscles. We agree to make
ourselves elastic enough to see the world through
other eyes, to experience it through other moral
imaginations. The result is a far from negligible
impact of literature on our moral life. =
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A neglected poet: Weldon Kees

No one will ever know for sure what
happened to Weldon Kees, but the evidence suggests
that on July 18, 1955 the poet jumped to his death
from the Golden Gate Bridge. No body was ever
found, and there were no witnesses, but his car had
been abandoned nearby and the poet had confided to
a friend an earlier aborted attempt at suicide. In any
event, aside from a few dubious sightings by
unreliable witnesses, the forty-one year old author
has never been heard from again.

Kees managed to pack an extraordinary
amount of activity into those four decades. Bom in
Beatrice, Nebraska in 1914, Kees had worked with
distinction in half a dozen artistic fields--as poet,
playwright, fiction writer, painter, filmmaker,
musician, and photographer. He also reviewed for
Time, wrote newsreels for Paramount, composed
songs for jazz cabaret, and served as art editor for
The Nation. His abstract paintings and collages still
hang in a few museums. His short stories and novel

are in print forty years after his death. Kees's chief
claim to posterity, however, is his poetry.

Kees published only three books of poems
during his lifetime, two of them in expensive, limited
editions--The Last Man (1943), The Fall of the
Magicians (1947), and Poems: 1947-1954 (1954).
These books initially reached few readers, but his
posthumous reputation has grown steadily,
especially among writers. Although clearly
influenced by Eliot and Auden, Kees's work is not
merely distinctive but alluringly idiosyncratic.
Unfolding in brilliant and adventurous prosody, the
poems combine jazzy but richly allusive language
with terrifying, indeed apocalyptic subtexts.
Although still absent from most literary histories,
critical overviews, and academic anthologies, Kees
has gradually become one of the most influential
figures on younger poets in both England and
America.

—Dana Gioia.

Return of the Ghost

No sudden leavetaking, by your grace,

This time, old ghost, so long abroad. Friend of this house,
Warm all your evanescence by this fire

That burns the both of us for ending nights.

All through my germinating years, you, unfatigued,
Obsessed the attic's dust, the cellar's dark,

Moaning belowstairs, creaking the doors.

The days marched with your continuities.

And now the nights begin. Your absence breeds

A longer silence through the rooms. We haunt ourselves.
There is a shutter, pounding in the mind,

Old spiderwebs that drift behind the eves,

A moaning in the heart that warns insistently.

--0ld ghost, friend of this house, remain!

What 1s there now to prod us toward

The past, our ruinous nostalgias?

(The Collected Poems of Weldon Kees, ed. Donald Justice, Nebraska UP, 1962)
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THE SECOND NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Boston, the Swissotel, 25-27 August 1996

(All plenary meetings are held in the Ballroom)

Sunday, 25 August
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Registration. (Fourth floor lobby)
2:00-5:00 p.m. Emily Dickinson.
Heather McHugh: “Fastenings in Dickinson: Moving Means, Meaning Moves™
William H. Pritchard: “Talking back to Dickinson”
Debra San: “Dickinson in Recitation™
Shira Wolosky: “Being in the Body™

Heather McHugh (Milliman Distinguished Writer in Residence, University of Washington) has recently
published Broken English: Poetry and Partiality and Hinge and Signs: Poems 1968-1995.

William H. Pritchard (Amherst College) has written books on Robert Frost and Randall Jarrell; his latest
work is English Papers.

Debra San (Massachusetts College of Art) wrote her doctoral dissertation on Mallarmé and Dickinson.
Shira Wolosky (Hebrew University of Jerusalem) is the author of Emily Dickinson: A Voice of War, and
Language of Mysticism: The Negative Way of Language in Eliot, Beckett, and Celan.

5:00-6:00 p.m. Reception, with brief address by President Roger Shattuck. (Adrienne Room)

9:00 p.m. A showing of Samuel Beckett’s television plays Eh Joe and Ghost Trio (Robert Scanlan).
(Marquis Room)

Monday, 26 August
7:30-8:45 a.m. Breakfast. (Fourth floor lobby)

9:00-12:00 noon. Ovid of the Metamorphoses.
Paul Barolsky: “The Florentine Renaissance of Ovid™
Jorie Graham: “After Ovid”
Sara Mack: “Ovid’s Metamorphosis of Poetry”

At 11:00, four simultaneous discussion sections:
i) Transformation as a literary motif. (Adrienne Room)
Discussion leaders: R.J. Schork and R.D. Stock.
i) Ovid in his context and in translation. (Sturbridge Room)
Discussion leaders: John F. Miller and David R. Slavitt.
iii) The Renaissance. (Rockport Room--Lower Lobby level)
- Discussion leaders: Roxanne Gentilcore and Christopher Martin.

iv) Twentieth century literature. (Berkshire Room--Lower Lobby level)
Discussion leaders: Hollie Markland Harder and Kai Mikkonen.
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Paul Barolsky (University of Virginia) is the author most recently of The Faun in the Garden: Michelangelo
and the Poetic Origins of Italian Renaissance Art.

Jorie Graham (University of Iowa) won a Pulitzer Prize this year for The Dream of the Unified Field: Selected
Poems 1974-1994.

Sara Mack (University of North Carolina) is the author of Ovid in the Hermes series.

12:00-2:00 p.m. Lunch. (Marquis Room)
2:00-5:00 p.m. The Poetry/Prose Distinction.

Anne Carson: “Economy™

Anthony Hecht: “A Note on the Relations of Poetry and Prose™
Steven Monte: “The Idea of an American Prose Poem™

David J. Rothman: “The Conundrum of Whitman's Versification”

Anne Carson (McGill University) is the author of Plainwater and Glass, Irony and God.

Anthony Hecht (Georgetown University), who won a Pulitzer Prize for The Hard Hours, is most recently the
author of On the Laws of the Poetic Art.

Steven Monte (Yale University) is completing a doctoral dissertation on prose poetry as a genre in French and
Anglo-American literature.

David J. Rothman (Western State College of Colorado) recently completed his doctoral dissertation on
Whitman and the origin of the open form.

5:30-6:30 p.m. Members® Meeting. (Marquis Room)
7:30 p.m. Dinner, followed by an address by Grace Paley at 9:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 27 August
7:30-8:45 a.m. Breakfast. (Fourth floor lobby)

9:00-12:00 noon. Contemporary Drama.
Wendy Lesser: “A Director Calls: Stephen Daldry’s Art of Interpretation™
Robert Scanlan: “The Crowd It Takes to Make Solitude™
Frederick Wiseman: “A Non-scholar’s Approach to Monologue”

At 11.00, four simultaneous discussion sections:

i) Monodrama. (Rockport Room--Lower Lobby level)
Discussion leaders: Jayme Coszyn and David Wheeler.

ii) The claims of realism. (Berkshire Room--Lower Lobby level)
Discussion leaders: Frank R. Cunningham and Nancy M. Tischler.

iii) “Updating” in the staging and translating of drama from the past. (Adrienne Room)
Discussion leaders: Michael L. Greenwald and Charles Marowitz.

v} Acting style and traditions. (Sturbridge Room)
Discussion leaders: Joyce Flynn and Arthur Holmberg.
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Wendy Lesser (founding editor of the Threepenny Review) is the author of Pictures at an Execution and

His Other Half.

Robert Scanlan (American Repertory Theatre) is President of the Beckett Society and has directed Beckett

for stage and screen.

Frederick Wiseman, documentary film-maker, has made in 1996 La Comédie Frangaise (which will be shown
on television in September), and is working on a filmed monodrama from his previously-staged adaptation of

Grossman'’s Life and Fate.

(Following each paper there will be five minutes for questions. In the case of the Dickinson and the
Poetry/Prose sessions, the second paper will be followed by a ten minute break, and the last paper by thirty
minutes for general questions on the session. In the case of the Ovid and the Drama sessions, the last paper
will be followed by a fifteen minute break, after which the discussion sections are scheduled to last one hour.)

Conference Notes

Registration Packets: In order to avoid confusion
and possible delay in opening the first session on
Sunday afternoon at 2:00 p.m., we ask everyone
attending where possible to pick up registration
materials in the fourth floor lobby between 10:00
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on Sunday.

For room reservations, call the Swissotel: 800 621
5200. The conference room rate is $95 plus tax.

Some inexpensive single rooms in the Harvard
Umiversity dormitories are still available; the room
rate 15 $43. Call the ALSC office: 510 849 2491.

To register for the conference, fill out and mail the
form on the opposite page.

If you have special dietary needs, call the ALSC
office: 510 849 2491.

For discount fares call 800 521 4041 (United
Airlines), and give meeting ID code 500JQ). United
is the “Official Airline” of the conference, which
entitles conference attenders to a 10% discount on
fares purchased at least three days in advance. We
suggest that you consider arriving in Boston on
Saturday, which should also reduce your air fare
considerably.

Some travel stipends for junior members of the
Association are still available. (For details, see the

Winter newsletter.) Applications to Professor
Thomas Clayton, Classics, University of
Minnesota.

Book Display: Have you published a book in 1995
or 19967 The book display at the Boston
conference will have a section devoted specifically
to books by ALSC members. If you have published
a book in the last two years, please ask your
publisher to send a copy immediately to Jane
Uscilka, c/o Partisan Review, 236 Bay State Road,
Boston, MA 02215.

THE NEW ALSC OFFICE

We now have, at last, our own premises,
and even more importani, an office manager.
The office is located at 2039 Shattuck Avenue,
Suite 2002, Berkeley CA 94704-1116. It is in the
very capable hands of Jeffrey Staiger. Jeff has
been a member of the ALSC since early 1995,
and many of you will already have met him at
the 1995 Minneapolis conference. He is just
finishing his Ph. D. in English at the University
of California, Berkeley. We are delighted to
welcome him as the ALSC'’s first staff member.
Henceforward the Association’s telephone
number is 310 849 2491 ; the fax is 510 849
2492, E-mail: alitsc@aol.com.
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New Officers and Cuunéil

Members

The By-Laws adopted at Minneapolis last
year provide that in September of each year the
Vice-President becomes the new President, a new
Vice-President is elected, and one third of the nine
elective members of the Council are replaced.

As required by By-Law VII, 1, the
Committee on Nominations (James Engell, David
Hertz [chair], and John Hollander) solicited
nominations from the membership (Newsletter, Fall
1995, page 8) and received some forty names, from
which its selection was made. The Committee
nominated for Vice-President Eleanor Cook, and for
Council James Heffernan, Michael Putnam and
Ralph Rader.

Through a letter from President Roger
Shattuck to the membership (April 5, 1996) the
committee called for additional nominations by
petition from any 15 members of the Association
(also By-Law VII, 1), petitions to be received by
May 1. No petitions from members were received.
Accordingly, the Committee’s nominees were
declared elected.

The Committee also fills positions on the
Council that become vacant through resignations.
Anne Ferry was appointed to serve out the term of

Felicia Bonaparte, who resigned from the Council in
February 1996.

We welcome these new officers, and
congratulate them on their election:

Eleanor Cook, our new Vice-President and
President-elect for 1997, is Professor of English at
the University of Toronto. Her most recent book 1s
Poetry, Word-play , and Word-war in Wallace
Stevens (Princeton, 1988).

James A.W. Heffernan is Professor of English at
Dartmouth College, and has published numerous
studies of English romantic poetry and of the
relation between poetry and visual art. His latest
book is Museum of Words: the Poetics of Ekphrasis
from Homer to Ashbery (Chicago, 1993).

Anne Ferry taught at Wellesley, Harvard, Boston
College and MIT, before becoming an independent
scholar. Her six books include two on Milton. The
most recent are The Art of Memory (Chicago 1988)
and The Title of the Poem (Stanford 1996).

Michael Putnam is Professor of Classics at Brown
University. The latest of his many books on Latin
poetry is Virgil 's Aeneid: Interpretation and
Influence (Chapel Hill, 1995).

Ralph Rader is chair of the English Department at
the University of California, Berkeley. His writings
cover a broad range of English literature from the
eighteenth century on, the most recent being a series
of articles on the relation between autobiography
and fictional invention.

Please reserve __ places in my name for the second national conference of the Association of Literary Scholars
and Critics, to be held at the Swissotel, Boston, August 25-27, 1996.

MName(s)

Address

Affiliation

I enclose

to cover the registration fee for person(s). The registration fee of $55 (junior members

$35) includes all meetings and events as well as breakfast on both days, Monday lunch and dinner. Make
checks payable to the ALSC, and send with this form to Secretary/ Treasurer, Association of Literary Scholars
and Critics, 2039 Shattuck Avenue, Suite 202, Berkeley, CA 94704-1116. (Fax: 510 849 2492)
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Thoughts on Criticism, Language, and Poetry

Here are some provocative paragraphs on
matters of interest to all students of literature:

R. P. Blackmur:

Fortunately, there exist archetypes of
unindoctrinated thinking. Let us incline our minds
like reflectors to catch the light of the early Plato
and the whole Montaigne. Is not the inexhaustible
stimulus and fertility of the Dialogues and Essays
due as much as anything to the absence of positive
doctrine? ls it not that the early Plato always holds
conflicting ideas in shifting balance, presenting them
in contest and evolution, with victory only the last
shift? Is it not that Montaigne is always making
room for another idea, and implying always a third
for provisional, adjudicating irony?... Such an
approach, such an attempt at vivid questing,
borrowed and no doubt adulterated by our own
needs, is the only rational approach to the
multiplication of doctrine and arrogant technologies
which fills out the body of critical thinking.
Anything else is a succumbing, not an approach; and
it is surely the commonest of ironies to observe a
man altogether out of this depth do his cause fatal
harm merely because, having once succumbed to an
idea, he thinks it necessary to stick to it. Thought is
a beacon not a life-raft, and to confuse the functions
is tragic. The tragic character of thought—as any
perspective will show—is that it takes a rigid mold
too soon; chooses destiny like a Calvinist, in
infancy, instead of waiting slowly for old age, and
hence for the most part works against the world.,
good sense, and its own object: as anyone may see
by taking a perspective of any given idea of
democracy, of justice, or the nature of the creative
act.

Imaginative skepticism and dramatic irony—
the modes of Montaigne and Plato—keep the mind
athletic and the spirit on the stretch.

Laneuage as Gesture (New York, 1932), 375-6.

Joseph Brodsky:

In the end, we read not for reading’s sake but
to learn. Hence the need for concision,
condensation, fusion—for the works that bring the
human predicament, in all its diversity, into its
sharpest possible focus....

The way to develop good taste in literature
is to read poetry. 1f you think that I am speaking
out of professional partisanship, that I am trying to
advance my own guild interests, you are mistaken: I
am no union man. The point is that being the
supreme form of human locution, poetry is not only
the most concise, the most condensed way of
conveying the human experience; it also offers the
highest possible standards for any linguistic
operation—especially one on paper.

The more one reads poetry, the less tolerant
one becomes of any sort of verbosity, be it in
political or philosophical discourse, in history,
social studies, or the art of fiction. . . . poetry is a
great disciplinarian to prose. It teaches the latter
not only the value of each word but also the
mercurial mental patterns of the species, alternatives
to linear composition, the knack of omitting the self-
evident, emphasis on detail, the technique of
anticlimax. Above all, poetry develops in prose that
appetite for metaphysics which distinguishes a
work of art from mere belles leffres. It must be
admitted, however, that in this particular regard,
prose has proven to be a rather lazy pupil.

Please, don’t get me wrong: I am not trying
to debunk prose. . .. All I am trying to do is to be
practical and spare your eyesight and brain cells a
lot of useless printed matter. Poetry, one might
say, has been invented for just this purpose—for it
is synonymous with economy....

If after going through the works of any of
these [poets], you drop a book of prose picked up
from the shelf, it won’t be your fault. If you
continue to read it, that will be to the author’s
credit; that will mean that this author has indeed
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something to add to the truth about our existence as

it was known to these few poets just mentioned....

“How to read a Book, " in Of Grief and Reason
(New York, 1993), 97-102.

W. H. Auden: v

What is the function of a critic? So far as I
am concerned, he can do me one or more of the
following services:

1) Introduce me to authors or works of which [ was
hitherto unaware.

2) Convince me that I have undervalued an author or
a work because I had not read them carefully
enough.

3) Show me relations between works of different
ages and cultures which I could never have seen
for myself because I do not know enough and
never shall.

4) Give a "reading" of a work which increases my
understanding of it.

5) Throw light upon the process of artistic
"Making."

6) Throw light upon the relation of art to life, to
science, to economics, ethics, religion, etc....

The one thing I most emphatically do not
ask of a critic is that he tell me what [ ought to
approve of or condemn. | have no objection to his
telling me what works and authors he likes and
dislikes; indeed, it 1s useful to know this for, from
his expressed preferences about works which I have
read, [ learn how likely I am to agree or disagree
with his verdicts on works which I have not. But
let him not dare to lay down the law to me. The
responsibility for what I choose to read is mine and
nobody else on earth can do it for me....

There is one evil that concerns literature
which should never be passed over in silence but be
continually publicly attacked, and that is corruption
of the language, for writers cannot invent their own
language and are dependent upon the language they
inherit so that, if it be corrupt, they must be
corrupted. But the critic who concerns himself with
this evil must attack it at its source, which is not in
works of literature but in the misuse of languge by

the man-in-the-street, journalists, politicians, etc.
Furthermore, he must be able to practice what he
preaches. How many critics in England or America
today are masters of their native tongue as Karl
Kraus was a master of German?

The Dyer's Hand (New York, 1962), 8-11.

(And now, by way of contrast, something more
representative of current critical writing--ed.)
Thomas Docherty:

Postmodern narrative seeks to circumvent
the phenomenological elaboration of a definable
spatial relation obtaining between a transcendent
ontological reading subject and an equally fixed and
non-historical object of that reader’s perception, the
*character’. Earlier modes of characterization are
related to the imperialist and colonialist impetus of
modernity’s appropriation of space, and the
grounds on which a position of intentional authority
is afforded an imperial self through its *knowledge’
of and understanding of an oppressed
characterological or epistemological Other....

That is, knowledge will become inherently
historical and marerial, and will produce an
authority which is divorced from the totalizing
pretentions of modernist knowledge with its drives
to power and mastery, a mastery which requires
slavery as its correlative and which requires one
individual to be recognized and identified as an
essentially aristocratic master, and “author’, at the
cost of the voices of alterity....

The social would thus become the site for
the evasion of a premature totalization to which the
political and the aesthetic have been utterly
susceptible. The social, as a realm in which culture
is produced and which is commutatively produced
by cultural activities and practices, becomes the
means for the production of heterogeneity, alterity,
heteronomies, and a différance whose interior
historicity, considered quite simply as the
production of time, can thus also be equated with
value, as in some of the thought of Lyotard.

Alterities (Oxford, 1996), 58, 93, 195.
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ALSC NEWS

MEMBERSHIP---The Association currently has
1830 members.

GRANTS---Since the last newsletter we received
two substantials grants. The Chester Chapin
Foundation gave the Association $10,000; and we
received a check from Fidelity Investments for
$30.000 on behalf of “a Fidelity Investments
Charitable Gift Fund Donor who wishes to remain
anonymous.” We are grateful to the Chester Chapin
Foundation and to our anonymous donor for their
generosity, and for their confidence in us.

ALSC IN THE PRESS---Alex Beam’s “In a Snit
over Lit Crit” (Boston Glebe, May 31) is a plain-
spoken account of the ALSC’s purpose, e.g., “The
operative premise of the ALSC is quite simple:
Academic literary criticism has gone off the rails.”
Two more descriptive accounts of the Association
are in the Educational Excellence Institute’s
publication Network News and Views (March 1996),
and in the Pen Newsletter: “Group sets Aesthetics
over Works® Context,” by Rika Lesser (Winter
1996). Theodore Ziolkowski mentions the role of
the ALSC in his witty and instructive account of
American academic criticism “Das Neueste aus
USA: Der Text als Feind,” Schiller-Jahrbuch
(1995).

NEW BOOKS BY MEMBERS—William B.
Bache and Vernon P. Loggins, Shakespeare 's
Deliberate Art (UP of America); Joseph Carroll,
Evolution and Literary Theory (Missouri UP);
Jonathan Chaves, Singing of the Source: Nature
and God in the Poetry of the Chinese Painter Wu Li
(Hawaii UP); Mattew Diomede, Pietro DiDonato:
The Master Builder (Bucknell UP); Richard A.
Etlin, /n Defense of Humanism: Value in the Arts
and Letters (Cambridge UP); Elizabeth Fox-
Genovese, Feminism is Not the Story of My Life:
How Today's Feminist Elite has Lost Touch with the
Real Concerns of Women (Doubleday); Eugene
Genovese, The Southern Tradition: The

Achievement and Limitations of an American
Conservatism (Harvard UP); Gerald Gillespie.
ed., Visions in History/Les Visions dans | 'Histoire
(Tokyo UP); Gerald Gillespie and André
Lorant, eds., Powers of Narration/Les Pouvoirs de
la Narration (Tokyo UP); Gerald Gillespie and
Raymond Prier, eds.. Narrative Ironies (Rodopi);
Donald Gutierrez. “The Holiness of the Real.”
The short verse of Kenneth Rexroth (Fairleigh
Dickinson UP); Wendell P. Harris, Reclaiming the
Study of Literature (New York UP); Wendell P.
Harris, ed., Beyond Poststructuralism: The
Speculations of Theory and the Experience of
Reading (Penn State UP); Brook Horvath,
Consolation at Ground Zero (Washington UP); J.
Inchardi, Morning in Snug Harbor (Sirius); Leslie
Kane, ed., Glengarry Glen Ross: Text and
Performance (Garland); Jacob Korg, Ritual and
Experiment in Modern Poetry (St Martin’s); Mary
Lefkowitz, Not Out of Africa: How Afrocentrism
Became an Excuse fo Teach Myth as History (Basic
Books); Ralph Maud, Charles Olson’s Reading
(Southern Illinois UP); D.G. Myers, The Elephants
Teach: Creative Writing since 1880 (Prentice Hall);
Dorothy Huff Oberhaus, Emily Dickinson's
Fascicles: Method and Meaning (Penn State UP);
Robert Phillips, ed., William Goyen: Selected
Letters from a Writer s Life (Texas UP);

Katharine Washburn and John F. Thornton,
eds.. Dumbing Down: Essays on the Strip Mining of
American Culture (Norton).

The first recipient of the Robert Penn
Warren/Cleanth Brooks award for outstanding
literary criticism is Lewis P. Simpson, Professor
Emeritus at Louisiana State University, for his book
The Fable of the Southern Writer.

Members might wish to note that the Journal of
Aesthetic Education welcomes articles on “works of
literature that stress an appreciation of their
aesthetic, literary, and humanistic values.” (Editor:
Ralph Smith, College of Education, University of
[llinois, Urbana-Champaign).
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BY-LAWS OF THE
ASSOCIATION OF LITERARY SCHOLARS AND CRITICS

Article I: Name

This Association shall be known as the Association of Literary Scholars and Critics. It is a non-profit
Corporation under the laws of California.

Article II: Purpose
The purpose of the Association is to promote excellence in literary criticism and scholarship.

Article I1I: Membership

The Council may establish different categories of members for the purpose of dues payments, but all
members shall have the same voting rights and privileges.

Article IV: Council
1. The Council is the governing body of the Association.

2. The Council consists of nine members serving staggered three year terms, the Officers of the
Association, and the immediate past President.

Article V: Officers

1. The President and Vice-President serve for a term of one year. The Secretary and the Treasurer serve
at the pleasure of the Council and may be removed by a majority vote of the Council with or without
cause. The Council may appoint the same person to more than one office, except that the President may
not hold another office.

2. The President serves as the chair of the Council, appoints its subcommittees, calls meetings of the
Council and sets the agenda for the meeting, presides over the annual conference, and sets the agenda for
the general members’ meeting.

3. The Vice-President serves as the vice-chair of the Council and automatically becomes the President at
the end of his or her term of office as Vice-President.

4. The Secretary gives notice of meetings and drafts minutes, conducts and certifies the results of ballots
and elections, certifies the By-Laws, maintains the Association’s records and supervises its office staff.

5. The Treasurer keeps the Association’s accounts, deposits and disburses its funds, and makes financial
reports as requested by the Council or as required by law.

6. The Council may at its discretion appoint an Executive Director to assist the Secretary and the
Treasurer, or to replace them.

Article VI: Committees

1. There are standing committees on Conferences, Curriculum, Nominations and Publications.
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2. Special Committees may be created by the Council for any purpose.

3. The chairmen and members of all Standing and Special Committees except the Nominations Commitee
are appointed by the Nominations Committee. Standing Committees shall consist of four members
serving staggered two-year terms.

4. The Nominations Committee shall consist of the three Council members who are in the third year of
their term. g

Article VII: Elections

1. Each spring, the Vice-President and three members of the Council are elected by the general
membership of the Association. The Nominations Committee shall solicit suggestions from the
membership and from among them shall nominate candidates for each position. Nominations may
also be made through a petition signed by any fifteen members in good standing of the Association.

2. If no candidate for Vice-President receives at least 50% of the votes cast, a run-off shall be held
between the two candidates receiving the most votes.

3. Vacancies on the Council occurring through failure to complete a regular term of office shall be filled
by the Council.

4. All terms of office shall begin on the second day of the annual convention or, when the annual
convention is not held in September or October, on September 1.

Article VIII: Meetings
1. A general meeting of the membership shall be held at the annual conference of the Association.

2. Meetings of the Council shall be called by the Secretary when requested to do so by a majority of the
members of the Council.

3. The Secretary shall ensure that seven days notice is given for all meetings, and that an agenda for the
meeting is included with the call.

4. A quorum for a general meeting shall be fifty members. A quorum for a Council meeting shall be two
thirds of the Council.

3. The Council may transact business by mail, including electronic mail, provided that any member may
require that action on any decision be postponed for one week to allow further discussion.

Article IX: Amendments to the By-Laws

These By-Laws may be amended either by a two-thirds vote at a general meeting of the membership or
by a mail ballot.

Article X: Mail Balloting

Any action taken at a general members’ meeting or by the Council may be put to a mail ballot on receipt
by the Secretary of a petition signed by thirty members in good standing.
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DIRECTORY OF MEMBERS

Note: this listing of the members of the Association is complete except for those individuals who for reasons of
personal privacy have indicated that they wish their name to be withheld. Affiliations given are limited to those
that are directly relevant to the concerns of the Association, that is, to academic institutions or publishing.

Aaron, JTonathan, Emerson C

Abowitz, Richard, U of Minnesota

Abromaitis, Carol Wevin, Loyvola C Maryland

Adamowski, T.H., U of Toronto

Adams, Barbara B, Pace U

Agpeler, Geoffrey, U of Utah

Ahcarn, W, Bamry, Tulane U

Ahern, John, Vassar C

Akst, Daniel

Aldridge, Alfred Owen, U of Hlinois

Alexander, Doris

Alexander, Edward, U of Washington

Alexander. Eleanor E.. UC Berkeley

Alkins, Marlyn, Manor Junior C

Allen, Malcolm ., U of Wisconsin Fox Valley

Allen, Michael 1B, UCLA

Allen, Pete

Allison, Rebecca P, Phoenix Country Day
Schonl

Alpert, Robert

Alter, Robert, UC Berkeley

Alvis, John, U of Dallas

Ancona, Frank, Sussex County Comm

Anderson, Davad D, Michigan SU

Anderson, James B, St, Cloud 5L

Anderson, Philip B., U of Ceniral Arkansas

Anderson, Cuentin, Columbia U

Anderson, Walter Truett

Angyal. Andrew A, Elon C

Ankeny, Rebecca Thomas, George Fox ©

Anker, Roy M., Calvin C

Anselmo, Frank A, Lovola LT

Anspaugh. Kelly C., Ohio 51

ap Roberts, Robert P, C51 Morthridze

ap Roberts, Ruth, UC Riverside

Apana, A.B.. U of Hyderabad

Applewhite, James W, Duke U

Aptroot, Marion ., U of Dosseldorf

Aquila, Dominic A., Franciscan Lf

Armistead, Samuel G.. UC Davis

Amold, Bruce M., Mount Holyoke C

Arnold, Margaret 1., U of Kansas

Aronoff, Jonathan [, U of Chicago

Ascher, Maria, Harvard 1 Press

Asher, Kenneth G, SUNY Genesco

Asselinean, Roger, U of Pans Sorbonne

Atkinson, Rodney C., Calif. Dept. of Education

Attebery, Louie W, Albertson C 1daho

Atwan, Robert, Best American Essayvs

Auckenthaler, Karlheinz F., Jozsef Attila
Tudomanyegyetem

August. Eugene B, U of Davton

Avalle-Arce. Juan Bautista, UC Santa Barbara

Avery, Evelyn M., Towson SU

Aycock, Wendell, Texas Tech U

Azarch, Jack G, Berkeley C

Babbs, Nancy, Colorade Academy

Bache, William B.. Purdue L

Baggent, Mane-Pierre C

Bahlke, George H., Hamilton C

Baker, Raymond K., Daley C

Balaban, John, U of Miami

Balakian, Anna, NYU

Balbaman. MNoris £

Baldassaro, Lawrence, U of Wisconsin

Baldwin, Dean, Penn SU Ene

Bale, John C.

Bar-Yosef, Hamutal, Ben-Gurion UJ

Barbato, Louis ., Cleveland 51

Barbour, Brian, Providence C

Barchilon, Jacques, U of Colorado

Barge, Laura 1., Belhaven C

Barkowsky, Edward, W Texas C

Barnes, Donald E.

Barnes, Richard G., Pomona C

Barney. Patricia C., Citrus C

Bamstone, Willis, Indiana U

Barnum, Carol B., Southern C of Technology

Rarolsky, Paul, U of Virginia

Baron, James B, C of William & Mary

Barricelli, Jean-Fierre, UC Riverside

Barton, Margaret H.

Bartunek, Thomas 1.

Baruch, John A_, Drew U

Basbanes, Micholas A., Literary Features
Syndicate

Basker, James G., Columbia L

Bass, Dawn, U of Minnesota

Bassoff, Bruce 1., U of Colorado

Batesel, Paul, Mayville SU

Battestin, Martin C.. U of Virginia

Baumgarten, burray, UC Santa Cruz

Becker, John E., Fairleigh Dickinson U

Becker, Matthew

Bee, Robert, Rutgers L)

Bei-1shoo, Benedict, Los Angeles Ciry C

Bekus, Albert 1., Austin Peay SU

Bell, Daniel, American Academy of Arts and
Sciences

Bell, John B., Rutgers U

Bell, Robert H., Williams C

Ben-Merre, Diana

Benchimol, Alex, Lf of Toronto

Bendixen, Alfred, C51 Los Angeles

Benet, Diana T

Benfell, Stan, Brigham Young U

Benson, C. David, U of Connecticut

Benson, Larry D., Harvard UV

Benson, Pamela J., Rhode Island C

Bergmann, Frank, Utica C

Berke, Jacqueling, Direw 1)

Berley. Marc, NYU

Bernard, Kenneth

Bernd, Clifford A., UC Davis

Bertens, Hans, Utrecht U

Bertoling, John A, Middlebury C

Bertrand, Marc A., Stanford U

Besserman, Perle

Betts, Doris, U of N Carolina

Bianchi, Francine, CUNY Cueensborough
Comm C

Bickman, Martin, U of Colorado

Bigelow, Blair F_, Suffolk L

Bilik, Dorothy, U of Maryland

Birkerts, Sven P., Benninglon Writing Seminar

Bishop, David

Rishop, Jonathan, Cornell L)

Bishop, Steve, Boston U

Bizot, Richard B., U of N Florida

Black, Barbara 1., Skidmore C

Black, Joel D.. U of Georgia

Black. Stephen A, Simon Fraser U

Blain, Martin K., Houston Comm C

Blair, Caral H., DrePaul U

Blair, John M., 5W Texas SU

Blanc, Pierre, Université de Savoie

Blaze, Martin, CSL! Sonoma

Blazic, Milena, U of Ljubjana

Blessington, Francis C., Northeastern L)

Block, Ed, Marquene L}

Block, Haskell M., SUNY Binghamton

Bledgen, Harriet, CSU Turlock

Bloom, Abigail Burnham

Bloom, James 1., Muhlenberg C

Blumhardt, Kathryn A, Staples High School

Bly, Robert

Boak, Dems, U of W Australia

Bodoh, John 1., Clarion U

Boeckel, Bruce, Morthwestern C

Boehning, Haley, American Academy for
Liberal Education

Boenig, Robert, Texas A&M 1)

Boening, John W, U of Toledo

Boemner, Nancy, Indiana U

Bohn, Willard, Indiana SU

Bokel, Franz, Centre C

Bondanella, Julia C, Indiana U

Bondanella, Peter, Indiana U

Bonine, Richard P.

Bonnel, Roland, Dalhousiz L

Booker, James A, Mankato SU

Booth, Brian G_, Oregon Inst of Literary Arts

Bordewich, Fergus M

Borinsky, Alicia, Boston U

Bomstein, George )., U of Michigan

Bouerill, Steven, UC Berkeley

Bottigheimer, Ruth B., SUNY Stony Brook

Boucquey, Thierry, Scripps C

Bowman, Kenneth B, Gogebic Comm C

Boyce, John J.

Bovers, Robert, Skidmore C

Boyle, Frank, Fordham U

Brack, O.M., Jr., Arizona S

Braden, Wilbur 5., Willamette LI

Bradley, Robert L.

Bradshaw. Graham R., Kyoto U

Brady, Patrick, U of Tennessee

Brand, Gerhard, CSU Los Angeles

Brennan, Matthew C., Indiana SU

Breslin, Carol, Gwynedd-Mercy C

Breslin, John B., Le Moyne C

Bressler, Charles E., Houghton C

Brier, Peter A, C5LI Los Angeles

Briggs, John C.. UC Riverside

Brightman, Harold Wm,, SUNY Old Westbury

Brinkman, Mane, 51. Mary C
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